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: Books only of the former and a fragment of the latter
VQ.
usions in the Arithmetica imply the existence of
A collection of propositions under the title of Porisms; ree propositions (3, 5, 16) of Book V, Diophantus quotes lown certain propositions in the Theory of Numbers, ing to the statement of them the words c We have it in Prisms that...'
scholium on a passage of lamblichus, where lamblichus a dictum of certain Pythagoreans about the unit being ividing line (/jLtdopiov) between number and aliquot parts,
thus Diophantus in the Moriastica.... for he describes arts" the progression without limit in the direction of ban the unit'. The Moriastica may be a separate work lophantus giving rules for reckoning with fractions; but lot feel sure that the reference may not simply be to the tions at the beginning of the Arithmetica.
The Arithmetica. The seven lost Books and their place.
ne of the manuscripts which we possess contain more six Books of the Arithmetica, the only variations being some few divide the six Books into seven, while one or five the fragment on Polygonal Numbers as VIII. The ig Books were eyidently lost at a very early date, ^ry suggests that Hypatia's commentary extended only i first six Books, and that she left untouched the remain-iven, which, partly as a consequence, were first forgotten ihen lost (cf. the case of Apollonius's Conies, where the Books which have survived in Greek, I-IV, are those hich Eutocius commented). There is no sign that even rabians ever possessed the missing Books. The Fakhrl, gebraical treatise by Abu Bekr Muh. b. al-Hasan al-